INTRODUCTION
From an ecological point of view, spiders play an important role as predators in all terrestrial ecosystems. Within the semi-terrestrial ecosystems in the transition zone from land to sea, in salt marshes, dunes and on beaches, for example, spiders are of great importance as well. These coastal biotopes of the Wadden Sea have a spider fauna that is rich in terms of species and individuals.
Delimitation of the area
Typical coastal biotopes along the Wadden Sea like dunes, brackish reeds and coastal heathlands are taken into consideration for the Araneae because of their great significance for this specific species group. Inland areas and island biotopes like forests and arable fields for example, which are not typical coastal biotopes, are not considered.
Data source
Denmark: There are no recent spider data available concerning the Wadden Sea area in Denmark.
Germany: The information on coastal spiders in Germany comes from a recent overview on spiders of North west Germany (Frfind et al., 1994) , some older studies in Schleswig-Holstein (yon Bochmann, 1941; Heydemann, 1960; Knfille, 1953) as well as some recent works on coastal biotopes in Lower Saxony (Plaiser & Schultz, 1991; Schultz, 1992 Schultz, , 1995 and Schleswig-Holstein (Czech-Tiburtius, 1992; Grell, 1992 and G6tze, 1992; 78 Spiders of the Wadden Sea Area Reinke & Irmer, 1994) . A few more data on spiders in salt marshes have been taken from the Ecosystem Research Project Wadden Sea in Schleswig-Holstein (Meyer et al., 1995) .
The Netherlands: The information on spiders in The Netherlands is mainly based on a couple of older works (Heerdt & Bongers, 1967; Heerdt & M6rzer bruyns, 1960; van Helsdingen, 1980; Hulsebos, 1959; Kessler-Geschiere, 1965; Meijer, 1973) .
Although the knowledge about spiders has generally and specifically, also for the Wadden Sea coast, increased significantly during the last years, there is still a lot unknown about the distribution and long-term population developments in coastal biotopes. Furthermore, it is often very difficult to compare older data with more recent investigations. Therefore, the proposed red list of spiders is preliminary, and it is mainly a list of rare species, some of them are probably naturally rare. Further research on spiders in Denmark as well as in the other Wadden Sea countries and in special coastal biotopes, like estuaries and natural beaches for example, will probably lead to some changes of the classification within the different categories of threats for spider species.
Threats and Conservation
There have been some investigations on the direct human influence on spiders like trampling in dunes and grazing of e.g. cattle / sheep in salt marshes, but it is still difficult to decide which are the causes that threaten certain species. For that reason, the threats are not listed for single species of Araneae. Continuous eutrophication in dunes, grazing, trampling and drainage in salt marshes, as well as the increasing influence of tourism are generally important factors that lead to damage and changes in coastal biotopes and also habitat losses for many spider species. Coastal defense measures and sea level rise are very severe threats for coastal spiders, because complete parts of the ecosystem are getting lost without sufficient compensation.
The best protection for spiders (and other terrestrial invertebrates as well) in the Wadden Sea area would be to protect all typical coastal biotopes and keep them as natural and undisturbed as possible.
Summary
In the Wadden Sea, in total, 55 species of spiders are threatened in at least one subregion. Of these, 50 species are threatened in the entire area and are therefore placed on the trilateral Red List. According to the present knowledge, no species of the listed spiders are extinct in the entire Wadden Sea area. The status of 3 species of spiders is (probably) critical; 12 species are endangered; the status of 30 species is (probably) vulnerable and of 6 species susceptible. 
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